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bank of the river: as the process of clearing, and the occu-
pation of land more remotely situated began to extend, the
necessity for roads became daily more urgent, and with the
aid of some convicts from the Sylhet and Dacca districts, a
very excellent one has been constructed extending on the
northern bank of the Soormah to Juttrupoor, where it crosses
the river, and is continued on the southern bank to the
village of Sonarpoor; from whence it is to be extended, if
possible, to a point immediately opposite the mouth of the
Jeeree river. From this, which may be considered the great
high road of the district, others will extend at right angles,
through the fertile plains stretching to the hills on the north
and south, which are again becoming occupied by new settlers
from amongst the Muneepoorees and people from Sylhet.

43rd. So great has been the effect of opening this new line
of road, on the rapidity of communication, that the travellers
to and from Sylhet, now nearly treble the number formerly
met with on the more circuitous route of the river; the tracts
of country, through which it passes, have acquired, from this
circumstance, a great additional value in the estimation of
the natives, and there is every reason to believe, that the
opening of these roads will lea.d to the general employment of
carts in the conveyance of grain and other exportable pro-
duce from the more remote villages, to the river, (which is now
effected by porters,) and be productive of a very considerable
saving of labour and time.

44th. Surrounded on three sides as Kachar is, by extensive
mountain ranges, and vast tracts of forest, it is particularly
liable during the south-west monsoon to the inconvenience of
frequent^and long continued falls of rain, which sometimes
commence during the early part of February, and frequently
in the following month of March : from this period vegetation
proceeds with a rapidity, which, in the course of a few weeks,
covers the whole of the uncultivated tracts with dense and
lofty reed and grass jungle, through which an elephant pene-
trates with difficulty, and which forms the favourite haunts
of innumerable herds of deer and wild buffaloes.

45th. In almost all districts, partially covered with water,